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DATE: 11 January 2010
SUBJECT: Culture – Exhibition
Exhibition: “This is not an advertisement” 

18.00hrs – 14 January 2010 – 36 Ly Thuong Kiet street, Hanoi

What: An exhibition of art works about Vietnam by Australian artist Ian McIntosh
When: Opening 6 pm Thursday 14 January, exhibition open daily from 14 to 23 January 2010
Where: at 36 Ly Thuong Kiet Street, Hoan Kiem, Hanoi, Tel: 04. 3939 3199 or 0904 181 878
Press Contacts: Ms Viet Anh, Public Affairs and Media Liaison Manager – Australian Embasy, Tel: 0903 423 440
Background Information:
Ian McIntosh is an Australian artist who first came to Vietnam in 1992 and has since returned regularly to travel, to work, and to live for extended periods, usually in Hanoi or HCM City. 

He has worked across a variety of art mediums including photography, drawings and mixed media paintings, and had a number of exhibitions both in Vietnam and Australia. 

Over the years he has noticed the many great changes taking place in Vietnam, with this sense of change being strongly reflected in his art practice. 

As an Australian he looks at Vietnam through Australian eyes, particularly in the way he uses Vietnamese motifs and things which he finds around him in Vietnam. While his work is made about Vietnam he feels it has a wider relevance in the way it addresses the changing world everywhere. 

In recent years he has been concentrating on two streams of work, the first being to make rubbings of surfaces, textures and objects found in Vietnam. The second involves making a series of mixed media paintings using elements from Vietnamese advertising and popular culture. 

The rubbings were made using pencil graphite on traditional Vietnamese do rice paper, by laying the paper over an object and then making a tracery of the raised surface. 

They were made at temples and churches, in peoples’ homes, at shops and in the streets and are of such things as memorial stones, wall decorations, door grilles, and street drainage covers. These were selected for their design and aesthetic appeal, and the way they reflect Vietnam’s varied history. 

Some of the objects and details which he made rubbings of have since been covered over, removed or destroyed, with their history and sense of memory sadly being lost. 

Where the rubbings have a historical feel the mixed media paintings refer to a more contemporary and changing Vietnam. 

The paintings were made by collaging together material from newspapers, magazines, advertising and popular culture, over which have been applied layers of Vietnamese language and text. 

By using a “work in progress” style the artist is interested in creating a loose narrative about the changes taking place in Vietnam, in particular the influence of advertising and the aspirations of people to want a better life.   

While Ian McIntosh has had many exhibitions in Vietnam this will be the first show in Hanoi since 2005, and allows him the opportunity to make a timely contribution to the local art community.  

In acknowledging the proper place for traditional art making he is also a strong believer in the need for artists to explore different ways of art making as a way of addressing the changing modern world.  
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