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Opera ‘The Little Sweep’ by British composer Benjamin Britten on Hanoi stage 

February 2010 
Audiences in Hanoi will have an opportunity to enjoy ‘The Little Sweep’ – a short opera by British composer Benjamin Britten in February 2010 at the Hanoi Opera House, before the Lunar New Year. This moving “Oliver Twist” – inspired story of friendship and sympathy and the hope for a better life for children in harsh Dickensian England will be performed by the Vietnam National Opera & Ballet Theatre under the baton of British conductor Graham Sutcliffe.
“In collaboration with the Vietnam National Opera and Ballet Theatre, we are delighted to introduce this opera to the audiences of Hanoi as part of our arts programme which focuses on audience development and promoting different types of UK music in Vietnam. For those who do not understand much about opera, ‘The Little Sweep’ by Benjamin Britten is a good starting point, being suitable for a variety of different audiences” said Simon Beardow, Deputy Director of the British Council Vietnam.  

‘This Britten’s miniature operatic masterpiece was completed in 1949 and has been very popular, particularly with younger audiences ever since” – he added
The opera will be performed on Wednesday 3 and Thursday 4 February 2010 at the Hanoi Opera House, 1 Trang Tien. 

Tickets are available free of charge and can be collected from 26 January 2010 from the British Council, 20 Thuy Khue and the Vietnam National Opera and Ballet Theatre, 11 Ngo Nui Truc. 

Notes for Editors
The Little Sweep by Benjamin Britten

Sam, the sweep boy is sold into service and bullied by his elders. One day, when the sweeps come to work for a rich family in Iken Hall, the children of this family take pity on the poor boy and decide to rescue him from the other sweeps.  

The opera is in Vietnamese with English subtitles

Vietnamese libretto: Dương Thụ  

Artistic Director: People’s Artist Phạm Anh Phương  

Director: Đỗ Kỷ 

Conductor: Graham Sutcliffe

Stage: 
Nguyễn Công Hoan
Duration: 60 minutes

Benjamin Britten (1913 – 1976)
Benjamin Britten was born in Lowestoft, Suffolk, on the east coast of England, on 22 November 1913. He was already composing vigorously as a child, and studied at the Royal College of Music in London in 1930.
He was passionately interested in music for young people and in music education throughout his life. The Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra: Variations and Fugue on a Theme of Purcell – a cornerstone of the orchestral repertoire – was first performed in 1946.
Benjamin Britten is today regarded as one of the world’s leading composers of opera. In 1942, he began work on the piece that would establish him beyond question as the pre-eminent British composer of his generation – the opera Peter Grimes, which premiered to an ecstatic reaction on 7 June 1945.  After that, Britten composed one major work after another, among them the operas The Rape of Lucretia (1946), Albert Herring (1947), Billy Budd (1951), Gloriana (1953), The Turn of the Screw (1954), Noye’s Fludde (1957), A Midsummer Night’s Dream (1960), Owen Wingrave (1970–71) and Death in Venice (1971–73).


Britten’s importance in post-War British cultural life was enhanced by his founding of the English Opera Group in 1946 and the Aldeburgh Festival two years later. He died in 1976, at the age of 63, a few months after being appointed a life peer – the first composer ever to receive that honour.
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The British Council

     The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for educational opportunities and cultural relations and the world’s leading cultural relations organisation 
     The British Council connects people with learning opportunities and creative ideas from the UK to build lasting relationships around the world
     We operate in 109 countries and territories worldwide and have been in Vietnam since 1993
     In Vietnam, we focus on Education, English language and the arts

     The British Council is a non-political organisation which operates at arm’s length from the British Government

The United Kingdom’s international organisation for educational opportunities and cultural relations. We are registered in England as a charity.
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