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Jamie Maxtone-Graham, NaSon Nguyen, Aaron Joel Santos, Diego Cortizas: “Days and Nights”

Saturday, February 27th, 2010 – Thursday, March 18th, 2010

Opening reception for the artists: Friday, February 26th, from 6 to 9 pm

      The Bui Gallery is pleased to present “Days and Nights”, an exhibition of new photographs by Jamie Maxtone-Graham, Na Son Nguyen, Aaron Joel Santos and Diego Cortizas. 

Through their lens, they show us different images and versions of Hanoi. This is the first edition of Photo VN, a yearly photographic event that will take place at the Bui Gallery. The goal of Photo VN is to show the power of images through the uncommon, unconventional and asserted vision of artists. 

“Days and Nights” explores Hanoi in the daytime and at night under very different circumstances. “Days and Nights” can only exist in duality, in an almost co-eternal binary opposition. An object, a being, a city, a story always has two sides. To better understand it, one must look at both. The intention of Photo VN is to put two or more of the perspectives of a city together so as to create a beautiful synergistic whole.

In this exhibition, the whole gallery goes black and the four photographers are each curating their own black box with their photographs. The visitor is not in an open space where he can freely circulate between the images. Here he must make his way through the four boxes, that are totally dark: dark walls, dark floors and black velvet curtains. There is nothing that can distract one from the artist’s works. 

This year marks the 1000th anniversary of the establishment of our lovely city. It explains why with the 1st Photo VN, the Bui Gallery draws particular attention to the contemporary iconography of Hanoi. Photographs here are a record of survival and a testament to the landscape of Hanoi in 2010. In this exhibition, there are four different lenses that scrutinize Hanoi. 

Na Son Nguyen is a freelance photographer in Hanoi. He is a contributing photojournalist for Associated Press in Vietnam and most of the local leading newspapers & magazines such as Tuoi Tre, Lao Dong, Saigon Tiep Thi, Dep Magazine, Heritage Magazine and Vietnamnet. His photographs have been published in various foreign newspapers and magazines such as USA Today, Washington Post, BBC, Stern, The Guardian. 
Na Son made his name with his black and white urban reportage and his belated move to colour can dismay some of his faithful fans, but it seems that it is a successful reinvention rather than a late mellowing out. In one photograph entitled “After the Rain - Hoan Kiem Lake”, a sprinkling of rain simply cries down a glass window. The colours melt into one another the way only impressionist paintings can. Na Son likes to manipulate images from journalism and fine art photography. His photographs muddy the waters between the artificial beauty of a studio set and the inherent beauty of the natural landscape. His images raise questions about how our society constructs a narrative of our collective history. 

Aaron Joel Santos was born and raised in New Orleans, Louisiana and has lived in Hanoi for the past two years. He is represented by agencies in the US and Europe, and his photographs have been shown in numerous international publications, as well as in galleries in the US, Malaysia and Vietnam. He enjoys warm weather, cheap drinks and good company, preferably all at once.  

Aaron’s urban landscape is more moody and linear. In total Black and White photography, this is Santos’s weird Vietnamese gothic reworked as a remembrance of things long gone.  Santos’s photographs of Hanoi in the 21st century are blue-grey in tone and painterly in their composition. They look like they belong to another postwar era: people are either in a field alone smoking a cigarette seemingly paralyzed by uncertainty, going somewhere along the Long Bien bridge or riding a bike somewhere on a dirt road. 

As one world order collapses and a new, even more uncertain, one begins, Aaron Joel Santos’s photographs show us a direction, is it the right one? His grainy photographs add up to a meditation on choices and on changes. Elliptical and impressionistic, his work repays close attention and intrigues in a quiet, cumulative and complex way. The result is an evocation of loss and longing, yet on another level highlights the essential sadness of the photographic image itself. It is that unreturned gaze that unsettles though. Here, then, is a photographic journey that is startling without being shocking and that just has this beautiful and intimate likeness of a complex and ever-changing place.

 Jamie Maxtone-Graham  was born in NYC and  studied film, photography and litterature at the Hampshire College. Jamie started his career in cinematography and is still today very much involved in the film scene. He is mostly known for having worked on « Three Seasons » (recipient of Best Cinematography prize at The Sundance Film Festiva) with director  Tony Bui. In 2007, Maxtone-Graham moved to Vietnam becuause he was awarded a Fullbright Research Grant, with which he is researching contemporary youth culture in Vietnam, and because of his vietnamese wife. Jamie has been documenting both the changing society and daily life in Vietnam since 1990, first as cinematographer on both documentaries and feature films and subsequently with his still camera.  His use of both moving and still media, capturing sides of life not always considered, convey an intimate and honest portrait of a place and a people at once in flux and eternal.

Taken from his “Night Markets” series, Jamie Maxtone-Graham’s large coloured prints of the nights are evocative and absolutely elegiac of Vietnam’s other side. It is hard to know what to 

do with imagery like this, but Maxtone-Graham’s large prints really convey a sense of intimacy and honesty in capturing the place and the people at once in flux and eternal. Furthermore, his accompanying texts are intriguing and often engage us even more.

Diego Cortizas was born in Madrid, Spain in 1972. His wife and him (both founders of their fashion label Chula) moved to Vietnam 7 years ago because they simply loved the country and have set up house and a family (three children) in Hanoi. After architecture studies, he is now a fashion designer, a photographer, creative maverick.

Diego with his passion for rethinking how we look at the everyday world, takes pictures trough filters and in every reflective surface. His images of the streets of Vietnam encased in a box that looks like a catholic prayer box look so different and engaging. As the boxes open themselves, they reveal their contents, pictures shown here as a triptych and beautiful drawings on the reverse side of each panel. The alignment of the opened boxes is a diorama of 24 hours spent in Hanoi. 

All pieces are unique and each contains a piece of Diego’s genial creativity.

As a testament to survival, this year Photo VN will be powerful and poetic.
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For further inquiries please contact Gillian Lee Sturtevant at gillian@thebuigallery.com 
or at  04 39 44 85 95. 

