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Contemporary Dance Performance – Hanoi, 17 and 18 October 2009

‘Huhmmm…’ 

Like a prayer for dead spirits…

Like a sigh over pains and losses…

Above all, it is a removal of dark corners in each soul in order to live together in a peaceful world.

In October 2009, for the first time ever, audiences in Hanoi will have an opportunity to see two nights of site specific contemporary dance performances at Go Dong Da, Hanoi staged by British artist Kwesi Johnson of Kompany Malakhi and the +84 Contemporary Dance Group: Nguyễn Anh Đức, Đỗ Văn Hiền, Đỗ Hoàng Thi Ngọc, and dancers from Viet Bac Folk Song & Dance Theatre. 
Entitled ‘Huhmmm…’, the performance is an exploration of the past, present and the future of the two groups who come from two very different cultures, two art styles and languages. It is also a journey where they learn to share, to respect each other’s disparities, to coexist in an open environment. 
This dance project is part of the British Council’s artistic regional programme entitled ‘Inclusive Cities’  which aims at celebrating and giving voice to the communities of the cities of East Asia, China and the UK through performances, workshops and collaborative projects.   
The performances will take place on 17 October 2009 and 18 October 2009 at 8.00 p.m. at the Đống Đa Mound, Tây Sơn street (Main entrance on Tay Son Street and the entrance at No 2, Dang Tien Dong street). 

Tickets are available free of charge and can be collected from 12 October 2009 from British Council, 20 Thuy Khue.

-------------------------
Today is created from the history of the past (YESTERDAY) and will become the history of tomorrow. It will leave marks in us whether intentionally or unintentionally. History shows us how we were created and each of our actions today will SHAPE history in future.

Whether we succeed or fail, every war or battle results in losses for both sides. From each individual’s emotional losses and weaknesses, the artists would like to remind us about history, wars and losses.

From two different cultures, two art styles and languages, they learn to share, to respect each other’s disparities, to coexist in an open environment.

Huhmmm... 
Like a prayer for dead spirits…

Like a sigh over pains and losses…

Above all, it is a removal of dark corners in each soul in order to live together in a peaceful world.
Thundering drum rolls are like battle drums echoing from the past, wake up the atmosphere and attract the audience. Followed is a performance by UK artist on the top of Dong Da mound. It is his sincere sharing with spirits, alive or dead, inviting them to join him in a journey to explore the similarities. They meet and share the similarities with group +84 and dancers from Viet Bac Folk Song & Dance Theatre in a different space, a different style with feelings expressed differently yet similarly. They learn together how to move forward. The way lead them to the final scene of the performance where the artists from UK and Vietnam together share the stage, pray for passed away spirits. They learn how to overcome the differences and pains in each individual to step into a new world together and with the participation of the audience.

The programme was put together by British Council, British artist Kwesi Johnson of Kompany Malakhi and Contemporary Dance Group +84
----------------------------
Notes for the Editors
The participating artists:

· Kwesi Johnson, Kompany Malakhi

Kwesi Johnson is the Artistic Director of Kompany Malakhi.  He is inspired by a wealth of cultural, musical and artistic forms that reflect the UK's diverse society. This fuels his passion to bring vernacular culture to the theatre, and theatre to urban environments. The work draws on dance/movement styles such as Physical Theatre, Funk styles, Hip Hop Culture as well as Contemporary Dance, Urban British Jazz Dance and Capoeira.  These styles are effortlessly synthesised with spoken word and film to create a totally unique performance style.  
· +84 Contemporary Dance Group

‘+84’ was the title of the first dance performance created by a group of three young choreographers: Văn Hiền, Thi Ngọc and Anh Đức. The three graduated from the Dance College and worked for the Vietnam National Opera & Ballet Theatre for many years before they became an independent group. 

Working together, they have had chances to collaborate with different artists and choreographers with different art forms from many countries in the world. The three young choreographers always try to find their own identity and to affirm their own beliefs through their work. Using the original piece’s title, +84 was officially born in 2006 and after three years working together, the group has now made their own mark in the arts. 

------------------------

British Council’s ‘Creative Cities’ project

The British Council is organizing a 3-year programme across East Asia called Creative Cities which looks at developing the essential features of creative cities: openness, cultural diversity, great design, dynamic leadership at many levels, creative entrepreneurship, transformed public spaces and artistic re-imaginings of how our cities could be. The Creative Cities includes: 

1. Transforming Public Space: The 2 year project aims at bringing public creativity together with the rapidly

changing cities of East Asia. Collaborations between the UK and South East Asia will provide a way to create surprises in shared public spaces, celebrate hidden public spaces and fill empty public spaces.
2. Inclusive Cities:  The two-year project aims at celebrating and giving voice to the communities of the cities of

East Asia, China and the UK through performances, workshops and collaborative projects
3. Cityscapers: With the aim to support the professional development of the next generation of designers, architects, and visual artists who will shape the future of cities, every year, from 2008 to 2010, ‘Cityscapers’ will bring together 60 of the best, newly practising young professionals and postgraduate students from the UK and from the region to a workshop on a design brief which redefines public space in the city. In 2008, the workshop took place in Edinburgh with the participation of 3 Vietnamese artists. In 2009, the workshop will take place in Cardiff and in 2010 in London.  
4.
Young Creative Entrepreneurs: This project includes a series of workshops on the creative industries in the UK, Vietnam and other countries in the region in order to create a platform for policy makers, young creative entrepreneurs to promote their business, to share information and international market advice

There are many other projects within the Creative Cities programme. 
Check them out here: www.creativecities.org.uk 

For more information, please contact:

	Ms Nguyen Thanh Nga

Communications Manager

Nga.nguyen@britishcouncil.org.vn
	Ms Vũ Ngọc Trâm

Arts & Culture Manager

tram.vu@britishcouncil.org.vn 

	British Council Vietnam, 20 Thuy Khue, Ha Noi

T + 84(0)4 843 6780 

F + 84(0)4 843 4962




 The British Council

     The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for educational opportunities and cultural relations and the world’s leading cultural relations organisation 
     The British Council connects people with learning opportunities and creative ideas from the UK to build lasting relationships around the world
     We operate in 109 countries and territories worldwide and have been in Vietnam since 1993
     In Vietnam, we focus on Education, English language and the arts

     The British Council is a non-political organisation which operates at arm’s length from the British Government

The United Kingdom’s international organisation for cultural relations and educational opportunities. A registered charity: 209131 (England and Wales) SC037733 (Scotland).
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