 FVH ‘New Explorer’s’ Study Group Excursion

Monday, April 26th to Friday, April 30th
 A 4 day and 4 night trip to Viet Nam’s Central Highlands.
Visiting Buon Ma Thuot in Dak Lak Province and Da Lat City in Lam Dong Province.

Buon Ma Thuot is home to the Viet (Kinh), E De, Nung, M’Nong and Tay people.
Da Lat city is home to the Viet (Kinh), Co Ho, Ma and Nung people.
Monday, April 26th, – Viet Nam Airlines flight from Hanoi to Buon Ma Thuot at 18:10pm, arriving at 19:50pm.  We meet our driver and bus for this trip and check-in at Khach San Cao Nguyen, for our 2 day stay in Buon MaThuot.
After settling into your room you will have a chance to explore the area nearby the hotel and a late dinner if you wish.
Tuesday, April 27th – Starts with breakfast at the hotel and then we get on the bus to visit the Buon Ma Thuot Ethnographic Museum and the Penitentiary with a photo stop at the Victory Monument.

You are on your own for lunch. Nearby our hotel are many nice restaurants with both Vietnamese and some Western items on their menus. We suggest you follow lunch with a good cup of ‘locally grown’ coffee at one of the many little coffee spots along this road. 

In the afternoon you can visit the small church or explore Buon Ma Thuot’s large open air market.  

Evening, April 27 - Khach San Cao Nguyen and you are free to explore and dine out.
Wednesday, April 28th –. Again, breakfast at our hotel, then we take the bus to visit a nearby E De village, Buon Ako Dhong and tour a traditional stilt home. Afterwards we will take a walk along the small lake and amongst the coffee plants to another nearby E De village.
We return to the hotel and you are free to try out one of the other nearby small restaurants for lunch.
After lunch we plan to enjoy a gong presentation by our local guide’s father.
Evening, April 28th - Khach San Cao Nguyen and you are free to explore Buon Ma Thuot’s nightlife and restaurants
Thursday, April 29th – An early-early breakfast and checkout of your room to depart on our bus for the 190 km. trip through the valleys and mountains to Da Lat City.

First stop will be in Lien Son and the Lak Lake area with a visit to Buon Jun Village to observe the area’s unique traditional wooden homes and to visit with its indigenous people.

For those wanting to take an elephant ride, here’s your chance. We’ve reserved enough elephants for all of us to take a ride, in and around the lake!

Then, we’re back on the bus and we’ll start winding our way into the mountains. With photo stops along the way, we will enjoy the remarkable views of the mountains, lush forests and jungles of this region (this road can be a bit rough in some of the mountainous areas but the beauty makes up for it). 
We’ll buy you lunch at a hilltop restaurant surrounded by views of the coffee and pepper fields.
Continuing on to Da Lat City (the road smoothes out from here), through the many surrounding vegetable and fruit farms.
Climbing up through the pine forest just before Da Lat, we will stop at the top for a 2.3 km. cable car ride down to the Quang Trung reservoir, to enjoy the countryside from above. We will be met by our bus and taken to our hotel – The Khach San Cam Do. 
Cam Do Hotel is located close to the heart of Da Lat from where we can walk to it’s famous Rap 3-4 cinema, the Cho Da Lat market and Ho Xuan Huong Lake (presently drained for expansion !) and explore the seemingly endless small streets with shops and restaurants.    
Evening, April 29th – Khach San Cam Do. Tonight you’re invited to a ceremonial/farewell dinner to celebrate our successful journey.   
Friday, April 30th - Breakfast at the buffet breakfast and it’s off to visit the summer palace of Bao Dai, the last emperor of the Nguyen Dynasty.

Hopefully, with time permitting, we’ll visit one more attraction, the Da Lat Flower Gardens and then have lunch.
We must depart for Lien Khuong Airport at 13:00pm, with a departure time for Hanoi of 14:30pm. Our arrival back in Hanoi will be at 16:15pm.
In order to make this trip happen, New Explorers must have a minimum of 12 participants to be able to fund all the transportation, hotel rooms, some meals (2) and reserve the elephants. A small part of the cost of this trip goes towards the payback of airfare for the pre-trip organizers took last month. We must also limit the maximum number of participants to 15.
Cost for this 4 day - 4 nights trip to Viet Nam’s Central Highlands will be 
450 USD or 8,573,000 VND including airfare @ 207 USD
(1 USD to 19050 VND rate)
If you’re interested- please contact John Reilly at lefthanded2hanoi@yahoo.com and he will send to you the details of the New Explorers study tour policy. 

Last date of registration is Thursday, April 15th
Payment due date is Friday, April 16th 

