Maison des Arts, standing in the heart of the serene and solemn atmosphere of the Temple of Literature, is welcoming you for an exceptional musical event in its Musical temple on Monday, 8th March 2010, at 7:00 PM at 31A Van Mieu Street.
 
Within its ambitious program of Vietnamese music’s diffusion, Maison des Arts will propose you a Conference – Performance – Meeting  evening about the Vietnamese traditional theater, the Hát Tuồng, and the Tuồng songs. Our special guest, the famous People’s Artist Đàm Liên, will be the soul of the night. 
Born in a traditional family of Hát Tuồng, Đàm Liên has always been living in the refinement of this theatrical art and devoting her entire life to the performance, the preservation and the development of this traditional art. She has brought Hát Tuồng throughout her numerous performance in the world, from Vietnam to Thailand, India, France, Germany, Spain, Holland, Bulgaria, Egypt...
 
With her energy, love and passion for the Hát Tuồng, Đàm Liên will convey vivacity into her lecture, artistic flame into her performance and conviviality to the spectators gathered at Maison des Arts. She will bring us back to the religious origins of Hát Tuồng, and , then, specify the characteristics that make it different from the ones of the Beijing Opera, by proposing the most representative musical extracts of the Hát Tuồng.
 
On the occasion of the International Women’s Day, the People’s Artist Đàm Liên and her troupe will show us the incarnation of the woman in the Hát Tuồng. She will first perform the role of Trưng Trắc, one of the two sisters Vietnamese heroines who are still venerated as instigators of the early resistance against Chinese in 39, after 247 years of domination. Then, the disciples of Đàm Liên will play to demonstrate the important techniques of Hát Tuồng, following the instruction of their master. This scene tells the history of Daji, the famous wife of Zhou Wang, last Chinese emperor of the Shang dynasty. On the stage of Hát Tuồng, the history is told in a Vietnamese way, with codified gestures, voice and makeup...
 
Hát Tuồng is an intellectual art that is quite difficult to understand right away with all the complexity of its text, its visual, vocal and instrumental codes. However, the more we understand these rules, the more we appreciate the original, human and artistic values of this Vietnamese precious intangible cultural heritage.
