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60  Years of German Cinema
 
1959-1968
  
 
15.03., 19:30 Rosen für den Staatsanwalt / Roses for the Prosecutor (Director: Wolfgang Staudte)
 
16.03., 19:30 Und deine Liebe auch/ And your love too (Director: Frank Vogel)
 
17.03., 19:30 Der geteilte Himmel / The divided Sky (Director: Konrad Wolf)
 
18.03., 19:30 Das Kaninchen bin ich / The rabbit is me (Director: Kurt Maetzig)
 
19.03., 19:30 Spur der  Steine / Traces of Stones (Director: Frank Beyer)
 
20.03., 19:30 Abschied von Gestern / Yesterday Girl (Director: Alexander Kluge)
 
21.03., 19:30 Wilde Reiter GmbH / Wild Rider Ltd. (Franz-Josef Spieker)
 
 
Roses for the Prosecutor (Rosen für den Staatsanwalt)
Accused of theft, the German soldier Kleinschmidt is court-martialed and sentenced by Judge Schramm to death. But he escapes during a bombing raid in the last seconds before his execution.
Several years after the war has ended, the paths of the judge and the escaped soldier cross again. Schramm is now senior public prosecutor and has kept his nationalistic attitudes and past well hidden.
Kleinschmidt’s appearance is very unsettling, as he fears exposure of his Nazi past. He tries everything to scare Kleinschmidt out of town. Another theft takes place and the case is tried before Schramm. But his façade threatens to crumble.
 
 
And Your Love Too (...und deine Liebe auch)
Berlin 1961. Klaus and Ulli, two stepbrothers who could not be more different, fall for the same girl. Klaus, man about town and go-getter, earns good money as a taxi driver in West Berlin. Ulli, thoughtful and introverted  works in East Berlin as an electrician in a light bulb factory. Eva at first chooses Klaus, who promises her a worry-free and easy life. But after the 13th of August, the wall blocks Klaus’ way to work, and an armed Ulli wants to prevent him from crossing. Eva must finally decide who she really loves, to whom she belongs.
“…und deine Liebe auch” is the first film from the former GDR to address the building of the wall, and is impressive for the sensitive and precise way it captures the atmosphere and mood in Berlin in the summer of 1961.
 
 
The Divided Heaven (Der geteilte Himmel)
“The Divided Heaven”, based on the famous novel by Christa Wolf, is a tragic love story in the time of a divided Germany. Rita and Manfred have just fallen in love. But their different political attitudes about the two German states put their love to the test. When Manfred leaves the GDR and goes to the West, Rita must make a decision.
“The Divided Heaven”, forbidden by the East German censors shortly after its premiere, uniquely captures the atmosphere in the time of the two Germanys, which alternated between paralysis and an atmosphere of departure.
 
 
The Rabbit Is Me (Das Kaninchen bin ich)
Maria, a self-confident young woman in East Germany, is not allowed to attend university because her brother is in prison for “agitation endangering the state”. So she earns her living as a barmaid. She falls in love with Paul, an older man who she then discovers is the judge who under suspicious circumstances sentenced her brother. Maria is in inner conflict, she tries to separate love and the fate of her brother, until she learns Paul’s true story.
The film was forbidden in the GDR until 1990 for its critical analysis of the country’s justice system.
 
 
Traces of Stones (Spur der Steine)
Brigadier Hannes Balla works with his crew on a construction site. He does a good job, works harder than anyone, but he won’t let anyone tell him what to do, he drinks, smokes, takes a lot of liberties. The new Party secretary at the site, Horrath, rightly sees his authority being undermined though in addition to the rivalry the men also have mutual respect. When the construction engineer Kati Klee starts work, both men fall in love with her. But although she dates Balla, her heart belongs to Horrath, who is already spoken for, and by whom she becomes pregnant.
Over 40 years after it was made, Spur der Steine gives an intensive insight into the political and human conflicts in the 60’s in the GDR. It also shares the fate of many DEFA films – it was forbidden until 1989.
 
 
Yesterday Girl (Abschied von Gestern)
Anna escapes to the West from the GDR in the 60’s. There she works as a nurse, is caught stealing and receives a suspended sentence. But she escapes from her probation officer and moves to another city. Working as a sales rep for a record company, she becomes the lover of her boss who, at the insistence of his wife, leaves her and reports her to the authorities. She also loses a job as a maid due to false accusations. When she becomes the lover of the civil servant Pichota, it finally seems that her life has taken a turn for the better.
A classic of New German Cinema, which was a reaction to “Papa’s Kino“ of the 50’s and found new ways of expression.
 
 
Wild Rider Inc. (Wilde Reiter GmbH)
The comedy “Wilde Reiter GmbH” was one of the first major popular successes of young German cinema, a pop film which captured the mood of “Swinging Germany” at the end of the 60’s. The young Georg becomes PR-manager in Munich for the wanna-be singer Kim, the “wild rider”. He attracts attention with the craziest stunts and promotions and becomes the darling of the media. “Wilde Reiter GmbH” is a satirical broadside against show business and over-ambitious PR people.
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