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John Rabe (2009)
Director: Florian Gallenberger
Movie, 134’
Cast: Ulrich Tukur, Daniel Brühl, Steve Buscemi, Zhang Jingchu
 
Nanking, China, 1937. The Japanese attack the city on the very night that the German businessman John Rabe is celebrating his imminent departure after 30 years of working in China. He sends his wife back to Europe while he himself remains in the occupied city. Together with a group of exiles, he establishes a safe area where hundreds of thousands of people quickly gather, while outside the Japanese are treating civilians with extreme brutality. But conditions in the safe area soon deteriorate drastically and Rabe must fight for the lives of 200,000 people.
From Oscar-winning director Florian Gallenberger comes a stirring and sensitive account of a contradictory hero who is honoured in China as a “living Buddha”.
 
 
Hanami /Cherry Blossoms (2008)
Director: Doris Dörrie
Movie, 127’
Cast: Elmar Wepper, Hannelore Elsner, Aya Irizuki
 
Rudi and Trudi. She wants to be a Butoh dancer, but has never even made it to Japan; he is a civil servant who prefers to spend his free time quietly at home. Rudi and Trudi have grown old, their marriage defined by familiarity but also by monotony. When Trudi learns that Rudi has only a short time left to live, she keeps the knowledge secret from him and convinces him to visit the children. The trip is a disappointment, they decide to continue to the seashore, where it is not Rudi but Trudi who one morning does not wake up. So Rudi is alone and he decides to travel to Japan to visit his son. He risks a leap into the unknown and begins to discover himself, and thus also Trudi, whose dreams he lives out and to whom he now feels closer than during their long marriage. Kirschblüten – Hanami was in competition in the Berlinale 2008.
 
 
Krabat (2008)
Director: Marco Kreuzpaintner
Movie, 120’
Cast: David Kross, Daniel Brühl, Robert Stadlober
 
Germany in the 17th century. A voice in a dream lures the orphan boy Krabat to a mysterious mill. The master takes him on as
apprentice, and he proceeds to learn not only the miller’s trade, but also the power of black magic. But the price is high: every year one apprentice is sacrificed to the Grim Reaper so that the master can continue living. When Krabat falls in love he is risking his life, because the one thing the master fears is love.
Kreuzpaintner’s film of Otfried Preußler’s famous story about seduction, love, hate and death was shown at the Berlinale 2008 and was awarded the Bavarian Film Prize in the category “Films for Children and Youth”.
 
 
My words, my Lies, my love (2009)
Director: Alain Gsponer
Movie, 108’
Cast: Daniel Brühl, Hannah Herzsprung, Henry Hübchen
David Kern has just published a best-selling novel, which not only brings him plenty of fame and recognition, but also, at last, the attentions of the beautiful Marie. Unfortunately, David is not the author of the book. He found the manuscript in an old night table at a junk store, and just typed it out. To impress Marie, a
literature student, he gave it to her to read, and she secretly sent it to a publisher. The situation gets sticky when Jacky, a middle-aged roustabout, shows up at a book signing and claims to be the book’s true author.
Lila, Lila is the film version Martin Suter’s novel by the same name which exposes the literary scene with humor and a light touch.
 
 
Same same but different (2010)
Director: Detlev Buck
Movie, 107’
Cast: David Kross, Apinya Sakuljaroensukv
 
The young Ben travels for the first time as a backpacker to Phnom Penh. He and his friends live the typical traveler life: days spent sleeping in a hammock, nights in the city’s clubs. He meets Sreykeo in a bar, they flirt and spend the night together. But after Ben is back home in Germany, Sreykeo calls to tell him she has Aids, and suddenly everything has changed. Ben has to make a decision, and a German-Asian love story begins.
Same Same but different is an intensive and moving love story based on the true story of the German journalist Benjamin Prüfer. Ben is played by David Kross, who gained international recognition in “The Reader”.
 
