Describe more about the detail of the project 

“An experiment of contemporary pop music - Vietnam & Denmark 2010” 

In recent year, a number of artistic genres in Vietnam have gone through changes with experimental programmes. The exception remains singing music, with passively runs after simple popular taste. Ngoc Dai is unique in its daring approach to experimental music. Since 2006, Ngoc Dai worked with two singers Linh Dung and Thanh Lam, formed the group name Dai Lam Linh. Each performance by Dai Lam Linh group has created a shock due to its new approaches, not only among the general public, but also amongst the young, the intellectuals, artists, and the art critics and managers. In the work with Dai Lam Linh group, Ngoc Dai focus on the techniques using distorted voices evoking bamboo branches, cries, sobs, moans...  all contribute to a new harmony and arrangement. Dai Lam Linh as the starting of a series of experimental work about contemporary pop music of composer Ngoc Dai. 

In October of 2009, the idea of creating a musical project with Vietnamese singing music, in collaboration with western musicians, was hatched in a meeting between composer Ngoc Dai and saxophonist Lotte Anker from Denmark. The artists included in the project were asked to develop an extreme style, breaking conventions based on melodies and arrangements. In its place, create experimental structures using sound, musical instruments, voices (not only voices as Dai Lam Linh work). 
Instruments are played with certain improvisations, independent from the singing voices and are not simply accompaniment, while not relying on standard jazz-pop improvisations. Spiritual music and religious characters are invited to participate so they can express inner thoughts – and non-religious thoughts—using the most outrageous artistic expressions. Exploit theatrical elements through the arrangements and performances, as well as forms and lighting, etc... while musical themes are structured into long-lasting blocks, creating a sense of discomfort.

In the new project “An experiment of contemporary pop music” Ngoc Dai not only works with music but also with stage performance included movement and lighting. Facing the audience is a black square space with white background. On the black floor is a clear Formica cube, inside of which are musicians wearing outlandish black and white masks. Religious figures in religious costumes, carrying divine objects such as the cross, lotus altars, pens,… covered in another Formica cube on various moving wheels on tracks.
Singers are dressed in different costumes, enveloped in red and black sheets in contrast with each other, at times fully covered, at other times not so… Their back and the back of their necks are covered with make up and designs showing laughing and crying figures….Monks are dressed in robes, gold-colored in front, brown in back, wearing masks on their backs, so that both front and back are faces…

The entire stage and all personnel make up a circular space, with no distinction between the principal characters and the supporting cast. The audience’s mind is drawn into a visual and audio experience—as they look through a clear sheet enveloping the stage. As the singers and cast create a circular space with 3 masks and a real face, there is no longer a front and back, the covering pieces of fabric no longer clearly right or wrong side out. A rolling vehicle serves to break up the space.

There will be no light shining down from above. The light will instead comes from behind the two side wings, only one beam each, one shining upward from the stage floor, the other also beaming directly above as if it is a ray of natural energy rushing and leading toward the full experience. All movements are coordinated, from the characters to the contents, to light and stage, and the entire auditorium, to create a voluminous organic whole, carrying energy, heat and thoughts.
